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Dear Mayor Mandel:

Thank you for your letter of May 7, 2008 regarding City Council’s Transportation and Public
Works Committee motion relating to Anthony Henday Drive (AHD). I am pleased to provide
the following response to the issues mentioned in your letter.

I recognize noise due to increased traffic is a concern along major transportation corridors across
the province. In response, Alberta Transportation developed a standard that is the same as the
noise guidelines used by the City of Edmonton, to determine if a location requires noise
attenuation. According to the province’s noise guideline, noise attenuation will be considered if
noise levels exceed 65 decibels averaged over a 24 hour period.

A noise study was undertaken on Southwest AHD in the summer of 2007. During the study,
traffic counts were taken by the City of Edmonton to calibrate the noise model and obtain accurate
traffic noise projections. All results indicated that the noise levels were well within the provincial
noise guidelines. The projected noise levels to the year 2027 were also found to be below the
provincial noise guideline of 65 decibels and therefore, noise attenuation is not required. This
study has been provided to your administration for their information.

A component of the study was to compare noise on asphalt and concrete pavement surfaces. The
noise on concrete pavement was found to be only one decibel higher than the noise on asphalt

pavement, a difference that would not be perceptible to the human ear. Therefore, the concrete
road surface will not be overlaid with an asphalt surface.
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